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Teen Pregnancy Prevention Initiative
Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, August 30, 2011
Jackson County Health Department
                          




2:30 – 4:00 p.m.
Members Present:

Michelle White (Jackson County Health Department), Aimee Fors (Fetal Infant Mortality Review - JCHD), Sara Benedetto (Center for Family Health), Shelly Bullinger (JCHD), Irene LeCrone (United Way), Cinamon Branigan (Community Action Agency), Liane Morgan (Western Options), Gail Proctor (Probate Court), Linda Tallman (FSCA), Darius Williams and Greg Hardrick (JCHD – GET REAL Program)
Teen Advisory Council Members:  Dom Williams, Gabriella Tackett 
I. Welcome and Introductions:  Michelle White welcomed everyone to the meeting and introductions were made.  A card was distributed to sign for Linda Meeder on behalf of her contributions to the TPPI as her position was eliminated at JPS.
II. Update on Teen Pregnancy Prevention Activities:  Michelle White shared updates on I WISH Assemblies at East Jackson Middle and High School and Columbia Central High School from March and April 2011.  The Jackson Citizen Patriot is preparing an in depth story on teen pregnancy schedule to run in November.  Future TPPI meetings will include revisiting the goals set forth in the Strategic Plan to assess progress.
Michelle shared updates from the statewide Moving Towards Solutions conference Aug. 18-19.  In addition, the Oprah Winfrey Network Our America with Lisa Ling show is seeking communities with teen parenting stories to feature in the fall of 2011.  They are looking for a Caucasian second time teen mom and a generational story.  Several community players are assisting with the potential story.

The need for programs and support services for teen parents was discussed.  Linda Tallman from Family Service and Children’s Aid described the parenting classes offered to teen parents through Western Options and T.A. Wilson Academy.  They use the Nurturing Parenting program.  More information can be found at http://www.nurturingparenting.com/.  They also offer free parenting programs to anyone each Tuesday from 10-12 or 6-8, but parents must call 787-7920 to register.    
III. GET REAL Summer Program Update:  Darius Williams and Greg Hardrick provided an overview on the GET REAL Summer Program that was funded by the Michigan Abstinence Program.  The program reached thirty-six 10-14 year olds and was led by sixteen teen mentors who also work for the TPPI Teen Advisory Council.  Over 100 parents attended the Parent Celebration on Aug. 30.  The program was even more successful this time due to the relationships established with families/parents and the bonds created with the teen mentors.  A list of weekly lessons and themes was discussed.  A slide show from the program was viewed.  We hope to have the video available on You Tube for additional viewing.
IV. Teen Advisory Council (TAC) Report:  Gabriella Tackett and Dom Williams reported for the TAC on the success of the GET REAL Summer Program and impact it had on the Teen Mentors.  ‘I AM’ statements were read out loud showing the diversity of our new Teen Advisory Committee members.  Video messages were filmed at Cascades Park in July by the TAC to create videos for You Tube to promote the TPPI.  Four members from the TAC presented to other teens across the state in May at Project Voice, sponsored by the School Community Health Alliance of Michigan.  The TAC hopes to conduct assemblies at Napoleon, Western, and Michigan Center this school year.
V. Update on Taking Pride in Prevention/PREP Grant:  At the time of this meeting, we had not heard about this grant.  However, we now have confirmation that we have been awarded funding in the amount of $100,000 per year for the next three years for the Teen Outreach Program in Jackson by the Michigan Department of Community Health’s Taking Pride in Prevention program.  The grant begins October 1, 2011.  A separate Advisory Committee for the grant may be necessary.
VI. Abstinence Subcommittee Next Steps:  Michelle provided the update for Janelle Brown Buchler on the Abstinence funding and subcommittee that will be part of the TPPI.  Title V Abstinence Funding returned to the health department beginning on March 1, 2011 for a 4.5 year period. The targeted age group will be 10-15 year olds.  The funding will be used to target 6th graders at Jackson Public Schools and for the GET REAL Summer Program.  A meeting date of Tuesday, September 20, from 2:30 – 4:00 at the health department was set for anyone interested in being part of the Abstinence Subcommittee.
VII. Agency Sharing/Upcoming Community Events:  
· Sara Benedetto from the Center for Family Health provided an update on their new facility which opened in June 2011.  The Teen Health Center at Jackson High opened in April of 2011 and is anticipating increased numbers once school starts as the school nursing program has been eliminated.  The Teen Health Center at Jackson High School is open to anyone ages 11-21 and patients can call ahead or walk-in for appointments.  Insurance can be billed.  
· Nancy James reported on the Partnership Park Baby Shower in July.  Over 80+ needy parents attended.  Plans are already underway for the 2012 Partnership Park Baby Shower.  The previous Community Baby Shower held each spring no longer takes place, which puts a greater demand on the Partnership Park shower.

· Irene LeCrone added that the United Way will be holding their Campaign Kick-off on September 9, 2011 as a Day of Remembrance.  More information can be found at www.uwjackson.org.  Discretionary funds are still available for the following Community Solutions Teams:  Health ($22,000) and Income ($10,000).  There is not a maximum amount for applications, but the purpose of discretionary funding is to fill gaps in the community under the assigned priority areas.  Contact Irene LeCrone or visit the United Way’s website for further information.

· Liane Morgan reported that Western Options is in great need of volunteers for childcare for teen parents in their nursery.  Irene LeCrone mentioned getting the request added to the Hands On Connect system through the United Way.  If anyone knows of potential volunteers who would be interested, please contact Liane Morgan at (517) 841-8708. 
NEXT MEETING DATE:  Tuesday, November 15, 2:30 – 4:00, Jackson County Health Department, Room 248
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